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  Editorial   This issue of Higher Learning Research Communications (HLRC) features research and teaching proposals from both sides of the Atlantic. In a globalized and interconnected world, cooperation among researchers and higher education professionals is paramount. Equally important, as Steven Maranville argues in this issue’s featured essay, is recognizing being a scholar and researcher means being first and foremost a thinker. Higher education institutions are sanctuaries of knowledge, and faculty members are key in promoting understanding and the free flow of ideas among teachers and students.   In the information Age, online tools have proven vital precisely in promoting knowledge and cooperation across oceans and frontiers. As more and more higher education institutions use the Internet in order to reach a wider student audience, the new challenges of online learning require new tools for faculty communication. As such, Eric Nordin and Peter John Anthony conducted research related to the development of a support website for online faculty. Such measures seem to be necessary, as they may lead to improvements in the quality of online teaching and learning.   There is another research piece included in this issue that deals as well with improving the quality of teaching and learning. Luis Alberto D’Elia and Diane Wishart have investigated on both sides of the Atlantic, in Canada and Spain, how proper teacher training at the college level may lead to better youth engagement in science classes. Faculty in Education departments must become aware of the needs and challenges youth face in science learning in order to better train the teachers that will serve them. This is why more higher education professionals should engage in high school programs that prepare students for college.   Oftentimes, previous educational experiences do not properly prepare students for college life, resulting in withdrawals, longer times to degree completion, or even unwillingness to complete a degree. Maxwell N. Kwenda investigated one of these aspects by trying to track and explain college credit completion in freshmen students. His results suggest high school academic performance, GPA, and college entrance exams can indeed predict academic success, which is why it is important to engage potential college students before they graduate from high school.  This tenth issue of HLRC also features selected papers presented at the X Jornadas Internacionales de Innovación Universitaria [X International Conference on Innovation in Higher Education], celebrated by the Universidad Europea de Madrid, in Spain. The aim of the Jornadas is to promote research and ground-breaking teaching proposals in higher education. The selected papers reflect current pedagogic trends and incorporate innovative teaching strategies to engage college students and promote cross-sectional competences. Among the proposals, supporting research activities among students, promoting content and language integrated learning among faculty, providing practical experiences and cooperation in communication and audiovisual programs, student tutoring, taking into account the students emotional intelligence, and even using advanced computer software to provide International Relations students with the change to manage a transition to democracy from an authoritarian regime stand out.   The Editors 
www.hlrcjournal.com  Open       Access  
  2 
 Editors-in-Chief  Agueda Benito, Universidad Europea de Madrid, Spain Denise DeZolt, Walden University, United States Carlos Mujica, Universidad Andrés Bello, Chile    Executive Editor  Carmen Margarita Mendez, Laureate Education, USA    Managing Editor  Thalia N. Nazario, Laureate Education, USA    Senior Consulting Editors  Drummond Bone, UK Joseph Duffey, USA Manuel Krauskopf, Chile 
Richard Riley, USA David Wilson, USA 
   Editorial Advisory Board  Ana Fanelli, CEDES, Argentina  Claudia Uribe, Education Specialist of IDB, Washington, DC, USA  Craig Marsh, University of Liverpool, United Kingdom  Daniel C. Levy, University at Albany, State University of New York, USA  David Lopez, National Hispanic University, United States  David Post, Pennsylvania State University, USA  Despina Varnava Marouchou, European University Cyprus, Cyprus  German Alberto Ramirez, Laureate Education Inc., USA  Graciela Risco, Universidad Peruana de Ciencias Aplicadas(UPC), Peru  Halil Guven, Istanbul Bilgi University, Turkey 
Iris Mae Yob, Walden University, USA 
Jamil Salmi, World Bank, United States 
José Joaquín Brunner, Universidad Diego Portales, Chile 
Leopoldo De Meis, UFRJ, Brazil 
Manuel Campuzano, Universidad Tecnológica de México, Mexico 
Ned Strong, Harvard University, USA 
Simon Cueva, Universidad de Las Américas, Ecuador 
Simon Schwartzman, Instituto de Estudos do Trabalho e Sociedade (IETS), Brazil 
Susan E. Saxton, Laureate Education, Inc., USA 
Rogerio Meneghini, Scielo/Bireme/PAHO, Brazil 
Ugur Ozdemir, Istanbul Bilgi University, Turkey 
 
           
   
High. Learn. Res. Commun.   Vol. 3, Num. 4 | December 2013  
  3 
 X Jornadas Internacionales de Innovación Universitaria Scientific Committee 
 Agueda Benito, Universidad Europea de Madrid, Spain 
Begoña Learreta Ramos, Universidad Europea de Madrid, Spain 
Blanca Rodríguez Polo, Universidad Europea de Madrid, Spain 
David Aguado García, Instituto de Ingeniería del Conocimiento, Madrid, Spain 
Emma Cuenca, Universidad Europea de Madrid, Spain 
Escolástica Macías Gómez, Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain 
Eugenia Arrés López, Winner, Innovación Docente 2012 Prize, Universidad Europea de Madrid, Spain 
Faraón Llorens Largo, Universidad de Alicante, Spain 
Federico Borges, Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, Spain 
Francesc Pozo, Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya, Spain 
German Alberto Ramirez, Laureate Education Inc., USA 
Joan Domingo Peña, Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya,Spain  
Jose Francisco Lukas, Universidad del País Vasco, Spain 
Juan José Escribano Otero, Universidad Europea de Madrid, Spain 
Julia González, Universidad de Extremadura, Spain 
Mara Sánchez Llorens, Winner, Innovación Docente 2012 Prize, Universidad Europea de Madrid, Spain 
Maria Jesús Marco, Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, Spain 
Pedro J. Lara Bercial, Universidad Europea de Madrid, Spain 
Rosendo Vílchez, Universidad de Extremadura, Spain 
Verónica Baena Gracia, Winner, Innovación Docente 2012 Prize, Universidad Europea de Madrid, Spain 
              Higher Learning Research Communications (HLRC, ISSN: 2157-6254 [Online]) is published collaboratively by Walden University (USA), Universidad Andrés Bello (Chile), Universidad Europea de Madrid (Spain) and Istanbul Bilgi University (Turkey). Written communication to HLRC should be addressed to the office of the Executive Director at Laureate Education, Inc. 701 Brickell Ave Ste 1700, Miami, FL 33131, USA. HLRC is designed for open access and online distribution through www.hlrcjournal.com.  The views and statements expressed in this journal do not necessarily reflect the views of Laureate Education, Inc. or any of its affiliates (collectively “Laureate”). Laureate does not warrant the accuracy, reliability, currency or completeness of those views or statements and does not accept any legal liability arising from any reliance on the views, statements and subject matter of the journal. 
